The CODATA/IUIS Hybridoma Data Bank: development of a hybrid system to handle complex data relationships.
System design for the Hybridoma Data Bank, a database of comprehensive information on immunoreagents for use by scientists in diverse disciplines, is described. Unique problems include: use of nomenclature from diverse fields that is neither static nor standard; the need for two representations of the database--textual for readability and numeric for complex search capabilities, analysis and data compression; and a method of translating between the two representations of the database.